
Roman Patrician 
(Period: Republic, 709-27 B.C. ) 

Roman Patrician = people who ran the 
government. Ancestry is very important. Before 
this, they kept images of their ancestors in the 
home. When a family member dies they made a 
wax mask and displayed it for people to see. No 
they create full busts of living elders out of 
marble. The Ancient Greeks would show the full 
body and make them look like the cultural ideal 
(young, youthful, perfect). The Romans made 
images of real people but just busts. Age was 
admired because it represented wisdom which 
helped gain you a seat in the senate. The older 
you were, the more important you were in 
society. The Roman ideal is to be aged.  

What is going on at this time? 

 735 Rome is founded 

 Romans set up a constitutional 

government 

 Senate makes the rules 

 Senate= older men 

 It’s the end of the Greek world and the 

Romans start to conquer the 

Mediterranean 

 Romans take the art of the past and use it 

as inspiration but make it their own in a 

new way. 

 Ancient Romans invent concrete 

Ancient Rome 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Ara Paric, Tellus Frieze (Period: Early Empire, 27- 98 A.D.) 
Ara Paric means alter of peace, it is made of marble. It is 23 ft. high and 38 ft long. This was dedicated to 
Mars (roman god of war). It celebrated the peace that was established by Augustus after they defeated the 
Guls. This is considered classical art because: 

1. it has a single groundline 
2. things are in proportion 
3. women are mature, robust and healthy 
4. they have emotionless faces 
5. image was easily understood and recognized 
6. single point of view 
7. personification 

They’re using the style of the wet drapery inspired by the Ancient Greeks. The content represents peace, 
prosperity and the benefits that come from the peace. The knocked over vase represents they have fresh 
water (big deal!). There is a lot of food, the women are healthy. There is a cornucopia on the main figure’s 
lap (represents land). They are trying to promote reproduction to increase the population, the more babies 
you had, the more money you were given. Trying to show that Augustus is ruler of the wind (woman to 
the left), of the sea (woman to the right), of the land (center woman). 



 

 

Pont du Gard (Period: Early Empire, 27- 98 A.D.) 
Located in France and it is an aqua duct which is a 
trough that carries water. It was built in 16 B. C. It was 
the best way to get fresh water. The mountains were 
over 30 miles away from the city and the engineers 
were able to use gravity and a slow gradual slope 
decline to transport the water. It transported over 
100 gallons of water a day. The series of linked arches 
is known as an arcade.  

Colosseum  
(Period: Early Empire, 27- 98 A.D.) 
It was built by the command of Vespasian. Used for 
entertainment, gladiator battles and executions.  
Gladiator battles were the most popular. They used the 
architectural innovation of groin vaults to allow a 
smooth flow of spectators to enter and leave the 
stadium. It was so big that it could be flooded and used 
to re-enact a naval battle. It is made of 3 levels of 
concrete and was covered at one time in marble, but 
the Barberini family stripped it off to use it on their 
building projects. 

Pantheon 
(Period: Early Empire, 27- 98 A.D.) 
Constructed as a temple as a temple for a group of gods. Jupiter 
was the god of the sun (the most important god). This was 
made into a Christian church in 609. The niches would have 
housed the statues of the gods. The drum or the base of the 
building has concrete walls that are 20 ft. thick. The oculus 
opening at the top is 30 ft. wide. As the sun passed across the 
sky, the light in the interior would change. The floor was 
designed with a convex shape so that when it rained, the water 
runs off to the sides.  

Arch of Constantine 
(Period: Late Empire, 284- 313 A.D.) 
Constantine becomes ruler and he wants to create a 
triumphal arch that celebrates his success and triumphs as 
a ruler Propaganda! It is located right next to the 
Colosseum. He took apart other rulers’ arches and used 
them for his by putting his head on the sculpted bodies. 
He is always in the center of the images and he is depicted 
as bigger than everyone else so that he stood out. He 
shows how he gives food to the poor. He is putting bread 
into their sacks. Constantine was the first leader to 
legalize Christianity. 


