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Graffiti

Graffiti is writing or drawings that have been scribbled, scratched, or sprayed illicitly on a wall or other surface in a public place. Graffiti ranges from simple written words to elaborate wall paintings, and it has existed since ancient times, with examples dating back to Ancient Egypt, Ancient Greece, and the Roman Empire.
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In modern times, paint (particularly spray paint) and marker pens have become the most commonly used graffiti materials. In most countries, marking or painting property without the property owner's consent is considered defacement and vandalism, which is a punishable crime.
Banksy: Graffiti Artist

Banksy, a street artist whose identity remains unknown, is believed to have been born in Bristol, England, around 1974. He rose to prominence (fame) for his provocative stenciled pieces in the late 1990s. Banksy is the subject of a 2010 documentary film, Exit Through the Gift Shop, which examines the relationship between commercial and street art.
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His Artistic Career
Banksy began his career as a graffiti artist in the early 1990s. Although his early work was largely freehand, Banksy used stencils on occasion. In the late '90s, he began using stencils mainly. His work became more widely recognized around Bristol and in London, as his signature style of art developed. 

Bansky's artwork often uses eye catching images, often combined with slogans or sayings. His work often engages political themes, satirically critiquing war, capitalism, hypocrisy and greed. Common subjects include rats, apes, police officers, members of the royal family, and children. 
Pick Apart the Art
Directions: On the back of this handout we will be interpreting different Banksy pieces of art. What do you initially observe? Based off of these observations, what do you think the artist is trying to say? Remember, his artwork is usually commenting on politics, problems within society, war and other contemporary issues.
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